COLOSSIANS #101  (7-24-14)      
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Unity/ Biblical Unitarianism
Today, biblical Unitarianism (or "Biblical Unitarianism" or "biblical unitarianism".

[1]  Identifies the Christian belief that the Bible teaches God is a singular person, the Father, and that Jesus is a distinct being, his Son. A few denominations use this term to describe themselves, clarifying the distinction between them and those churches.

 [2] In the late 19th century, it evolved into modern British Unitarianism and, primarily in the United States, it became Unitarian Universalism.

the·os·o·ph  noun 

1. Any of various forms of philosophical or religious thought based on a mystical insight into the divine nature. 

2. Often initial capital letters, the system of belief and practice of the Theosophical Society. 

Christadelphianism
Not to be confused with Brethren (disambiguation).
The Christadelphians are a millenarian Christian group who hold a view of Biblical Unitarianism.  The movement developed in the United Kingdom and North America in the 19th century around the teachings of John Thomas, who coined the name Christadelphian from the Greek for "Brethren in Christ".

These beliefs and “isms” demonstrate how delusional one can become when the clear simple revelation of the Bible that Jesus Christ is God is rejected.

Hebrews 13:20   Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord.
Hebrews 1:8   But of the Son He says, "your throne, o God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.

Isaiah 9:6   For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
Titus 2:13  …looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus.
Romans 9:5   …whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed.
1 John 5:20   And we know that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.


John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.

Matthew 1:23  ...the virgin shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call his name Immanuel," which translated means, "God with us."

Isaiah 40:28  Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth does not become weary or tired.

John 20:28  Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

The word "bodily" means pertaining to being real (in the sense of material) in contrast to being symbolic. The complete content of deity exists in Jesus Christ in real form. This means that the deity is in Christ in reality, not apparently.  
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Jesus sits in his humanity at the right hand of the Father and exists as God almighty as well. Ever since the incarnation, Jesus Christ has existed as the God-man. He is undiminished deity and true humanity in one Person.

He is the person of God clothed with a human body. 

Why did He have to take on human flesh and become human?
1. Deity cannot die.

2. In order to be the mediator between God and man, He had to be equal with both.

3. He had to be human in order to fulfill the prophecy concerning the Son of David.

4. He could relate to our sufferings only as a man.

5. To be the “Seed of the woman”.

COLOSSIANS #102  (7-29-14)
Colossians 2:9   For in Him ALL the fullness of Deity dwells  [v. pai]  in bodily form, 10) and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority.
Galatians 3:28   There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

COLOSSIANS #103  (7-31-14)
Colossians 2:9  …and in Him you have been made complete.
In Him… We have emphasized many times the importance of being “in Christ”. Are you in Christ?     
How do you know?

Acts 1:4-5  Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from Me;  5) for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
1 Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body[body of Christ], whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Write Acts 1:5 & Eph. 4:5 beside this verse in your Bible in readiness to make this unique distinction clear to others who think water baptism and good works is all that matters in order to be acceptable to God. He is only impressed with what HE DOES, not with what we do.

Romans 8:1  Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

John 14:16-20   “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever;  17that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in you.  18)"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.  19 "After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see Me; because I live, you will live also.  20 "In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.

You have been made complete, PLEROO part. rp; to make full or to fill up a void. 

Notice that this verse does not say that you will be complete, but that in Him, you are complete, already [perfect passive], in a permanent identification with Christ in a point of time of believing in Him that keeps on going forever and nothing in this universe can change that!

The perfect tense and the passive voice of the verb “PLEROO” indicates that this word is referring to the positional completeness that each church age believer received when he believed the gospel by way of the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
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It is not something he experiences. It is neither an emotion nor is it ecstatic. It is something he possesses on the basis of grace. Usually, a person does not even know it happened until he finds out through Bible study.

The passive voice is in the subjunctive case meaning that salvation is our decision. We might say that we are absolutely and totally complete in Christ the moment we trust in Him for salvation. We may appreciate Him more as we grow spiritually, however, we do not receive more of Him or become more complete in Him over time.  
Every C.A. believer is in Christ, whether he advances into spiritual adulthood or not, and every C.A. believer is positionally superior to angels because of this. We call it Positional Sanctification  =  being set up for potential blessing.
We are complete in Christ because of what God gives us and for the things He does for us at the point of salvation. They are perfect and they are permanent.

The first two that come to mind is Eternal Life and His own + [Perfect] Righteousness. The measure of grace and the magnitude of importance of these can hardly be perceived.

We do not receive Christ on the installment plan. God views us as pardoned and as righteous as Christ is righteous because we are in Him. 
That is why Romans 8:1 can say. “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are IN CHRIST.”  We stand judicially right before God forever because Jesus Christ is perfect and we are positionally complete in Him.
Now Eph.3:19  pertains to experiential completeness or what we usually call “Experiential Sanctification” after salvation.  This should be every believer’s goal in life:  “That you may be filled up”. PLEROO, is an aorist passive in the subjunctive case to indicate that we still need to keep on depending on God’s power after salvation to help you execute His plan and to grow to spiritual maturity. We can only get His power through the filling of the H.S., 1 John 1:9 and an experiential completeness by totally depending on the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit.
COLOSSIANS #104  (8-5-14)
So Experiential Sanctification is the way believers are made complete or mature, but it is only a potential because it depends on us depending on the Lord and the filling of the H.S to produce His fruit, good works and faithfulness. God’s omnipotence can only work in believers who keep on acknowledging any personal sins and who daily grow in Bible doctrine. 
Each believer has this potential to experience completeness of life through utilizing all the divine assets God has made available. None of us can live the abundant life God desires us to live apart from using these divine assets, but we can’t use them if we don’t know what they are or how to access them. So it all depends on our volition and our attitude towards God and His Word. 

When born again into the family of God, we are born complete in Christ positionally. However, a baby believer needs to learn how to control his Old Sin Nature, be humble and teachable, pray, orient to God’s grace and authority, love God and others, give the gospel accurately… .  His spiritual growth after salvation comes by nutrition, not by addition of emotional experiences or commitment. 

“The fundamental test of any religious teaching is, “Where does it put Jesus Christ—His person and His work?” Does it rob Him of His fullness? Does it deny either His deity or His humanity? Does it affirm that the believer must have some “new experience” to supplement his experience with Christ? If so, that teaching is wrong and dangerous.”
Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2, 126.
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If you want to please God, He will see to it that accurate Bible teaching is made available to you.                                                                            
If  you are faithful in learning God’s Word, you will experience the completeness and satisfaction gained from the abundant spiritual life plus you’ll receive rewards that will last for all eternity.  

Now, here is a verse that uses the verb PLEROO in an experiential sense:

Ephesians 3:19   …and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up  [PLEROO,v. aps]  to all the fullness  [PLEROMA. n. asn]  of God.

1 John 3:24   Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this, we know that He abides in us by the Spirit whom He has given us.

The subjunctive mood of PLEROO indicates that being filled up is only a potential because unlike its use in Col. 2:10, it depends on our active decisions rather than God’s. The passive voice indicates that we depend on God’s power to execute His plan and to grow to spiritual maturity. 

And He is the head over all rule and authority…
Rule,  ARCHE n. gsf; an authority figure who initiates activity or process; ruler or authority, 

Ephesians 1:21-22   [Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father]  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22) And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church,

Authority, EXOUSIA n. gsf; the bearer of ruling authority or power. 
“Primarily, when referring to God, EXOUSÍA denotes the absolute possibility of action that is proper to God alone as the source of all power and legality”  Theological Dictionary of the New Testament
Philippians 2:9-11   …God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,  10) so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11) and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Colossians 2:11  …and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.
At this point, Paul turns from the error of Gnosticism to the error of legalism.
In Him… again refers to our position “in Christ”.

COLOSSIANS #105  (8-7-14)
You were also [KAI] circumcised… This is one word in the Greek, PERITEMNO v. api; to cut off the foreskin of the male genital organ; to circumcise. Circumcision was the external sign of incorporation into the Abrahamic covenant, Gen 17:1-14; Acts 7:8; *Rom. 4:8-12. This principle was carried into the ritual which emphasized the sanctification of the Jewish nation as a part of God’s plan for redemption for the previous dispensation. 
COLOSSIANS #106  (8-12-14)
Acts 7:8; Rom. 4:8-12 

This principle was carried into the previous dispensation’s shadow ritual that emphasized the sanctification of the Jewish nation as a part of God’s plan for redemption. 

Literal circumcision represented to the Jews their responsibility before the Lord to maintain and to disseminate Bible doctrine and the principles of establishment. Moses had ignored this with regard to his own children and almost died the sin unto death for his failure to have his youngest son circumcised, Exodus 4:24-25.
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Circumcision was a recognition of the role of Israel under God’s grace and therefore it had great significance. Male Israelite babies were circumcised on the eighth day; they had nothing to say about it, they did not earn or deserve this honor which means that it was an act of grace. No Jew could partake of the Passover without circumcision, Exodus 12:48.

The physical act of circumcision today has no spiritual significance:

1 Corinthians 7:19   Circumcision is nothing and un-circumcision is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters. 

Galatians 5:2-4   Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing.  3) And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law.  4) You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

Even though circumcision has no spiritual significance today, there is a spiritual analogy that can be seen in physical circumcision. Human good could be seen as the equivalent to the portion of the foreskin removed in circumcision. Human good is useless to God as the foreskin is useless to a male. 

When the foreskin is circumcised, it is dead just as when a person believes the gospel. He recognizes that his human good is dead.

This verse, of course, is not talking about a literal, but a spiritual circumcision that is called the circumcision of the heart, a term from the O.T. we see repeated in Rom. 2:25-29, Eph. 2:11-16.

COLOSSIANS #107  (8-14-14)
The aorist tense of the verb “PERITEMNO” refers to something that happened in the past at a point in time. God circumcised us at the point of our salvation. At that moment, we entered into union with Christ. 

The passive voice means that God performed this circumcision without any help from us or anyone else. We certainly did not earn it or deserve it. 

The indicative mood means that it was not something that potentially could happen, but was  something that actually occurred.
Circumcision today is still a big deal with Jews but not so much with Gentiles. However, it has become customary for most Gentile babies to be circumcised in our part of the world, too.

With a circumcision made without hands… proves without a doubt that Paul was not talking about physical circumcision but a spiritual circumcision. 

This spiritual “circumcision” was done by Christ, not by man. It refers to a retroactive positional truth. 
Read *Rom. 3:24-29.
The Gentile Christians in Colosse had no need to conform to Jewish rules and regulations, such as circumcision. For since they were “in Christ”, they had already been circumcised spiritually.

There were Jewish believers who argued that circumcision is a necessary aspect of salvation, Acts 10:45; 11:2; 15:1; Gal. 2:12; Col. 4:11; Tit. 1:10. This is legalism. 

Read Gal. 5:-1-6 & Eph. 2:11-16
However, even in the OT, circumcision was used in anon-physical sense relating to salvation/ deliverance in an experiential way. Today, circumcision is related to being right with God and free from human good, legalism, arrogance, and control by the old sin nature. 

Jer. 9:26  … for all the nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised of heart."  

An uncircumcised heart described an arrogant heart:        
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Leviticus 26:41-42  …or if their uncircumcised heart becomes humbled so that they then make amends for their iniquity,  42) then I will remember My covenant…

Deuteronomy 10:15-16   Yet on your fathers did the LORD set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day.  16) "So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer.

The Israelites became arrogant because they were circumcised in the flesh; they were defiant towards God and hateful towards Gentiles. They were therefore uncircumcised in their hearts.

Read Jer. 4:1-4, Deut. 30:1-6,
Church Age believers can relate to this and are therefore commanded to “lay aside the old self” which is tantamount to “circumcise your heart” in the O.T. 

Colossians 3:9   Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices.
“The appropriate expression and inevitable accompany- ment of our judicial circumcision-death in Christ is the death of the old man, our dying to the dominion of sin.

Westminster Theological Journal 27, no. 2 (1964): 123.

In the Church Age, all believers have had a non-physical real/spiritual/positional circumcision that is not made with human hands or human effort.

COLOSSIANS #108  (8-19-14)
In the previous dispensation, all females were excluded from the ritual of circumcision, but in the Church Age, we have a spiritual circumcision which includes all C.A. believers, both male and female.

Verse 11 says, ”and in Him you were also circumcised”
That is one word in the Greek and it is an aorist passive indicative, 2nd person plural. That includes all C.A. bels.  

Galatians 3:28   There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29) And if(1st)you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise.  
By putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ…

There is a parallel between circumcision and the cross:

1. An uncircumcised Jew could not be part of the covenant God made with Abraham.

2. The physical act of circumcision identified a Jew with God’s promise to Abraham and he could enter the Temple compound.

3. Before a person is saved, he is like the uncircumcised Jew in that he is not accepted by God.

4. However, when Christ went to the cross, he spiritually circumcised those who believe the gospel. They are now identified with Abraham spiritually and are accepted by God.

5. Furthermore, the body of sin (the Old Sin Nature) was defeated so now, it no longer has absolute power over us.
Putting off, APEKDOSIS sn. dsf; to remove, as in the stripping off of clothes. This word is used only here in this verse.

The body of the sins of the flesh… What does this refer to? It refers to the OSN. 

Physical circumcision removes only a small portion of the body whereas the spiritual circumcision removes the entire body of the OSN.
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Romans 6:6  …knowing this, that our old man  [OSN] was crucified  [v. api]  with Him, that the bodyof sin  [OSN]  might  be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

Might be done away with, KATARGEW v. aps; to cause something to lose its power or effectiveness, invalidate, make powerless, render inoperative.

The subjunctive does not mean that our OSN was not truly crucified on the cross with Christ or that it was not rendered inoperative. It means that through our volition, we can activate it and submit to it. Apart from this, it has no power over us. When we understand this and believe this, we can obey the command found in Rom. 6:11.

Romans 6:11   Likewise you also, reckon yourselves  [LOGIZOMAI, v. pmm]  to be dead indeed to sin…

Colossians 2:11  …and in Him  [Christ]  you  [C.A. bels.]  were also circumcised [at salvation] with a  [spiritual] circumcision made without hands, in the removal of  [rendering inoperative] the body of the flesh  [OSN] by the circumcision of Christ  [His sacrifice on the cross].
PRINCIPLES  IN  COLOSSIANS 2:11:
1. Physical circumcision was a ritual that identified Israelites with God’s promise to Abraham concerning the Jewish nation as His chosen people.

“Thus, “the circumcision of Christ” (v 11 ) refers to Christ as the one who performs the ‘circumcision made without hands.’ In other words, Christ is the one who has brought us into the covenant relationship with God by means of regeneration.”

Grace Theological Journal 2 (1981): 295.
2. The circumcision here refers to a spiritual circumcision which takes place when one believes the gospel during the Church Age.

3. It is relevant to all C.A. believers, both male and female.

4. We are retroactively identified with Christ’s act of crucifying the OSN on the cross called “the circumcision of Christ” here.
COLOSSIANS #109  (8-21-14)   
Colossians 2:12  …having been buried with Him in  [a spiritual burial by means of…]  baptism  [a spiritual baptism into union or identification with Christ by the HS],  in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead  [spiritual and physical deaths].
Having been buried, SUNTHAPTO part. ap; to bury someone along with someone else; to bury together with. 
With Him in the baptism…  In the previous verse we had a spiritual circumcision. In this verse, we have a spiritual burial, a spiritual baptism, and a spiritual resurrection.
But before there is a burial, there must be a death. 

Romans 6:8  says that we have died with Christ. When Christ died on the cross, the person we were who was “in Adam” died as well. We who were in Adam and estranged from God, died also in our identification with Him, and were created a “new creature”, 2 Cor. 5: 17, “in Christ”.  Who we were before the gospel is dead in the sight of God, and now we are spiritually alive in Him. 

Our current verse says that we were buried with Him and were also resurrected with Him through a spiritual baptism (identification by dipping it into something). Some real changes took place. So, we are identified with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. The first two are called Retroactive Positional Truth and the last one is referred to as Current Positional Truth.
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RETROACTIVE:   means that something is effective or operative from a date in the past; operative with respect to a past occurrence.
WALKING IN NEWNESS OF LIFE
Romans 6:3-5   Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?  4) Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.  5) For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection.
Questions:   


1. What does, “who have been baptized into Christ Jesus mean?”

a. Was it a real [something actually happened], or ritual baptism [symbolic teaching aide] 
b. When did it occur? [At the moment we believed the gospel]
c. Is there Scriptural evidence for this? Where? [1Cor.12:13, common to every believer]
2. What does, “baptized into His death” mean?
3. Does this refer to what happens when one is baptized with water?

4. What potential did Christ’s resurrection secure for us? 
Answer:  A spiritual resurrection different way of living described as walking in newness of life.

UNION WITH JESUS CHRIST  Through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit  

            Means that we are sanctified  =  set apart for special privilege. 
1. Union with Christ is a fact, not an experience. It has nothing to do with emotion or how one feels.
2. Union with Christ is a fact for all Church Age believers, spiritual or carnal. 1 Cor. 1:2; 12:13
3. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit occurred for the first time on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4, cf. 11:15,16. Therefore, it is unique to Church Age believers.
4. The believer's position in Christ makes him “a new creature" in Christ”, 2 Cor. 5:17.
5. Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature. The “Old Things” have passed away [condemnation, sp. death, control of OSN].  The “New Things” have come [v.rai]  [eternal life, +R, indwelling of H.S].
6. Union with Christ is not progressive; it cannot be improved upon; we receive it in total at salvation.  
7. Union with Christ through the Bapt. of the H.S., is not commanded by God; it is given by God at salvation.
8. This Union is permanent; it will never be taken away; it does not depend upon our faithfulness; it depends on the faithfulness of God. It is a guarantee of eternal security, Rom. 8:38-39; 1 John 5:11-13; Rom. 8:1
9. Union with Christ makes the believer perfect in the sight of God, Col. 2:9-10.
10. Union with Christ makes every believer equal at the point of salvation, Gal. 3:2-28.
11. Ephesians 4:5  [There is] one Lord, one faith, one baptism.  
The baptism referred to in this verse is not a water baptism performed by man but a spirit baptism performed by God. The baptism of the Holy Spirit puts us permanently into union with Christ the moment we believe in Him for eternal salvation.
COLOSSIANS #110  (9-2-14)   
1. Before we believed the gospel, we were consumed with the details of life and our emotions because there was no spiritual dimension or power in our lives.
2. Walking in newness of life is more than being kind, moral, and respectful, it’s having an eternal sense of destiny and being able to apply doctrine to our circumstances. 
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3. It’s having a spiritual dimension to our lives because we now are able to have an active relationship with God.
4. This is not something all believers experience. It takes consistency in prayer, confession of sins, learning the Word, claiming promises, etc. It is a moment by moment dependence on God and His Word.







